
MLD 683 – Leadership for Social Change 
North Central College ::: Fall 2018 

 
—Please go to http://richardrguzman.com to view a video overview of this course— 

Go to TEACHING, scroll down to Course Materials, and click on Watch Syllabus Overview under this course. 

 

Dr. Richard R. Guzman     210 Kiekhofer Hall               Office Hrs:  Th 3-5 

Email: rrguzman@noctrl.edu          Phone: 630-637-5280         and online Tu 9:30-11 and by appt. 

Website: http://richardrguzman.com                                            @ https://appear.in/richard-guzman 

   (best to use Google Chrome)  

 

Course Goals: MLD 683 focuses on three aspects of social change— 
 

1) The character of social change movements and social change leaders (using the 

Greenleaf, Quinn, and Alinsky books). 

2) Articulating your vision and project for social change (Alinsky and Guzman books). 
 

3) Applying marketing to social change projects (Kotler, Yunus, Guzman books). 

 
The course’s basic questions are: 1) What is your vision? 2) How will you articulate that 
vision to a target audience? 3) How will you market, staff, and pay for your vision? 

 
Texts: R. Greenleaf, The Servant as Leader 

R. Quinn, Change the World 

S. Alinsky, Rules for Radicals 

P. Kotler, Social Marketing (3rd Ed) 

M. Yunus, Creating a World without Poverty 

R. Guzman, Black Writing from Chicago (BW) 

R. Guzman, Writing Well Wherever You Work (WW) 
 
 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 

NOTE: Though tentatively scheduled, readings have still been arranged to reinforce each other 
either by echoing main core concept—or even by contradicting each other’s core concepts. 
Please read with the relationships between readings closely in mind. 

 
Sept.      13 Intro. Read: Greenleaf – all; Kotler – Chp 1; Guzman (WW) Intro – Chp 3; 

Discussion of potential projects. For ideas see my website. 

 
 20 Kotler – Chps 2-5, 13; Quinn – Preface & Chp 1; Guzman (BW) Obama (p.26--), 

Madhubuti (p.208--), JWM (p.1-), Franklin (p.110-), and on my website: 

My remembrance of poet/activist Carolyn Rodgers, “Inwardness and Activisim,” and 

TEDx talk by Ryan Dowd. 
 

  27 Read: Kotler – Chps 6-8; Quinn – Chps 2-4; Guzman (BW) – Wells (p.20-), 

Corrothers (p.14-); Guzman (WW) – Chps 4-6. 

http://richardrguzman.com/
mailto:rrguzman@noctrl.edu
http://richardrguzman.com/
https://appear.in/richard-guzman
http://richardrguzman.com/activism-and-inwardness-an-appreciation-of-carolyn-marie-rodgers-1940-2010/
http://richardrguzman.com/the-value-of-moral-failure-a-tedx-talk-by-ryan-dowd/


Oct.      4  Read: Kotler – Chps 9-10; Quinn – Chps 5-6; Guzman (BW) – Abbott/Defender 

 (p.29-); Intercollegiate Wonder Book (p.42-); Drake & Cayton (p.106-); Guzman 

 (WW) – Chps 7-10. 

 
 11 Read: Kotler – Chps 11-12, 14; Quinn – Chps 7-9; Guzman (BW) – Jones 

(p.3-), Parsons (p.17-) 

 
             18 Read: Kotler – Chps 15-17; Guzman (BW) – Fuller (p.138-), McClain 

(p.250-) 

 
25   ONLINE SESSION 1. Read: Yunus – Prologue & Chps 1-4; Guzman (BW) – 

Travis (p.133-) 

 
Nov.      1 ONLINE SESSION 2. Read: Alinsky, xiii-47; Guzman (BW) – Gregory (p.185-) 

 
  8 Read: Alinsky, 48-125; Yunus – Chps 5-10; Guzman (BW) – Page (p.220-) 

 
 15 Read: Alinsky, 126-end; Yunus – Chp 11 

 
 

Class Grades and Assignments: 
 

1) Class participation: Being present in class and actively participating by sharing comments, 

questions, and insights about readings; offering encouragement and critique to peers on their 

projects. Being present in class means being there, of course, but also being actively involved 

not just in speaking but listening and thinking about what’s going on in class in the moment. 

Any devices being used must be used for class purposes.  I am continually making judgments 

about your level of participation. If you feel you’re being misperceived for whatever reason, 

please come see me. (100 pts.) 

2) Short Reflection Papers or Exercises: For each class you will be asked to complete short 

exercises you’ll be sent via your college email, and/or to turn in a short reflection paper. The 

exercises will be self-explanatory and may involve group work online.  If no specific exercise has 

been assigned, that means a short reflection paper is due. 
 

For the reflection papers, turn in a no-more-than-one-page, double-spaced response to the 

readings. Your reflections should do two things: 
 

a) Focus on one (maybe two at the most) major insight, comment, or question you have 

as a reaction to readings. You may focus on anything in any of the readings that most 

captured your attention. You do not have to comment on everything, but connections 

are good. You may connect the readings to each other based on your major comment, 

insight, or question, or to something that’s happening in current events, or to another 

book you’ve read or are reading. 
 

b) Identify one passage from Guzman’s Black Writing book that you found particularly 

powerful and well-phrased.  Put “BWC p.  :” at the bottom of the page, then write it 

down.  Very important: write it down. One of the major goals of the class is 



articulating your vision and working with this book is one of the major ways we will 

focus on this. Greenleaf, Alinsky, and others also make much of the importance 

of art, and Black Writing from Chicago will give us an opportunity not only to 

follow perhaps the greatest social change movement in U.S. history—the Civil 

Rights Movement—but also to touch on very artful, passionate writing. Please 

bring Black Writing from Chicago to class each week and be reading a lot in it 

beyond the formal assignments—especially the poets. 
 

In your reflections, DO NOT SUMMARIZE. Just identify author and page 

where the passage is and start your comments, questions, and insights immediately. 
 

Form for turning in these exercises or reflections 
 

The exercises sent by email will specify how they should be turned in. As for reflection papers, 

turn in hard copies at the end of class. Put “(Date) Reflection” on upper left of paper, and your 

name on the same line in upper right. Start your reflection on the next line, quickly 

identifying what idea or passage you’re commenting on first, then beginning your thoughts. 

These assignments should help you participate in class more effectively. A sample reflection 

paper is near the end of this syllabus. 

 
3) Project and Project “Pieces:” 

Keeping in mind the broad definition of a “social change” project articulated just below 

and on the first night of class, you will be expected to do the groundwork for a possible social 

change project. That is, you will be expected to do a project which creates a niche within an 

already existing social change or service organization, and/or requires starting an organization 

on your own. It may be possible to work in two-person teams if we can identify like interests the 

first night of class. 

 
 

 
 

For each project you will produce: 
 

a) Analysis paper laying the groundwork for your project. Emphasis will be on the 

Executive Summary, Past or Similar Efforts (#2.1—for numbering see Project Outline below), 

SWOT (#2.2), and Target Audience (as much of #3.1 through 3.6 as possible). Paper should be 

about 5-7 pages long (100 pts.) DUE Oct. 4th. (A “preliminary” grade will be given, with the 

final grade calculated by subtracting 2 points from the percentage earned on your final project.) 

Social change projects 

Though social service is important and encouraged, you will be urged to move beyond service and towards 

change. For example, for over 25 years I have worked in homeless shelters and currently coordinate food 

one weekend a month for the Daybreak Shelter in Joliet. This is service. But, while very important, it 

basically treats the symptoms of homelessness. It doesn’t do much to attack its causes. Social change 

projects attempt to make systemic changes, attempting to get to the root causes of a social problem. 

People may do this in small ways, large ways, and many ways in between. Past projects have sought to 

educate, provide special services, raise money, rally people for special causes, etc. What are you most 

concerned about? Where is your heart? Where do you think you can most help bring change? 



b) Preliminary report focusing on Background-Purpose-Focus, and Marketing Mix ideas 

(about 4 pages, 50 pts.) DUE Oct. 18th.  Note:  This paper depends on your analysis paper, so please 

do NOT write it before you get the results back from the paper just above. 

c) Two “pieces” your project will need, such as: a brochure, funding proposal, poster, 

publicity video, etc. (25 pts. each), the first DUE a day before our first online session, the 

second a day before our second online session. 
 

d) “Final” report—including revisions of (a), (b), and (c) above—and following the 

report outline at the end of this syllabus, plus ending with an assessment of where your project 

is in its possible development and launch stage. (150 pts.) DUE Nov. 19th. 

e) Project Presentation. You will also be expected to BRIEFLY (5-7 minutes) 

present your project on either May 23rd or May 30th. (50 pts.) 

You will be penalized for going over 7 minutes. Think of this presentation as pitching 

your proposal to a group of busy people who will fund or volunteer for your project. 

 
 Rehearse your talk to come in under the time limit. 

 Think of your audience. You may simply present to the class, but could also—as 

suggested above—think of your presentation as a “pitch” to those who might fund or 

volunteer for your project. 

 Feel free to use a Power Point or not, but you should have some visual aid or handout. If 

you use a Power Point please do not stand and read it to us. 

 Focus on presenting the Problem, your Solutions, and an uplifting, confidence- 

building Conclusion. 

 Do NOT use class terminology. Pretend we have not read the 100’s of pages we have or 

become familiar with social marketing lingo. For example, we call the Problem-Solution- 

Conclusion format mentioned above an “Executive Summary,” but don’t label it as such. 

Just define the Problem, present Solutions, and give us confidence with your Conclusion. 

Also... 

 Do NOT march us straight through your complete proposal, and—again—do NOT use 

class terminology. Do NOT say, “Here’s my SWOT,” “my market segmentation,” “my 

product platform,” etc. This presentation is another opportunity to distill your project to 

its most convincing essences. In short, do NOT summarize your project—sell it.  BUT 

note that you do not want to do a “sell job.”  People don’t respond as well to be sold to, as 

they do to hearing something authentic, something someone really believes will help 

people.  That’s one reason we’ll spend some time in the course talking about authentic 

leaders. 

 
 
 

A Note on Writing 
 

Writing is very important to the college, which by rule requires all written work to be 

graded at least 1/3 on writing quality. But it is even more important to your projects. Lean, 

elegant, passionate writing is essential to communicating your vision and inspiring others to 

join in making it a reality. We will be working on writing throughout the term as we read 

Writing Well Wherever You Work and Black Writing from Chicago. 
 



 

Statement on plagiarism 
 

Do your own work and cite the ideas and work of others you use. Penalties for plagiarism 

are severe, including failing the class and even dismissal from the college. 

 
 
 
 
 

Supplementary material: 
 

 
 Project Outline (Adapted from the Kotler book, Third Edition, pages 36 and 84) 

Use this outline to format and organize your project, including the way each 

section is titled and numbered. 

 

 
 Muhammad Yunus Quotes 

Though embroiled in recent controversies, the work of Nobel Laureate Muhammad 

Yunus is one of the touch stones of this course. We’ll read his Creating a World Without 

Poverty. Here are quotes from an earlier book Banker to the Poor. 

 

 
 Sample Reflection Paper 

 

 
 Reviews of Black Writing from Chicago 

As stated above, not only will this book help us raise our writing standards, it also 

follows the struggle for perhaps the greatest social change movement in American history: Civil 

Rights. The reviews capture some of this struggle. In addition, at the end this supplement also 

gives a link to the Emmanuel House main page on my website.  Black Writing, the death of my 

youngest son, Bryan Emmanuel, and the formation of our family foundation Emmanuel House 

by my oldest son, Rick, and his wife, Desiree—all are tied together for me with social change.  

In 2016, Emmanuel House was named one of the “Top 100 Most Innovative” social change 

organizations in the world.  In May 2018 it merged with its long-time partner, The Joseph 

Corporation, to be The Neighbor Project. 

http://richardrguzman.com/emmanuel-house-in-top-100/


MLD 683 Project Outline 

 
Executive Summary 

 

A brief introduction to your project consisting of about five sentences: 
 

 Two to define the PROBLEM. Two to outline your SOLUTION. One to write an 

uplifting CONCLUSION. (Details in Guzman’s Writing Well Wherever You Work, and in class.) 

1.0 Background, Purpose, and Focus 
 

Put your PROBLEM in historical context and develop your CONCLUSION. Your 

Purpose then states your general approach to the Problem. Your Focus states the specific 

way(s) you will accomplish your Purpose. 

2.0 Situation Analysis 
 

2.1 Past or similar efforts. Here put your SOLUTION into historical context. 
 

2.2 SWOT: Assess your Strengths, Weaknesses—INTERNAL 

Opportunities, Threats—EXTERNAL 

 

3.0 Target Market Profile 
 

  Note that some projects may have TWO Target Audiences, a primary and secondary one, with the 

  primary one not necessarily being the “audience” you actually want to help, but the people who will 

  help you by approving the project, volunteering, or funding. 

 

3.1 Size 
 

3.2 Demographics, geographics, psychographics, related behaviors 
 

3.3 Stage of change (readiness to “buy”) 
 

3.4 Perceived barriers to desired behavior 
 

3.5 Potential benefits for desired behavior 
 

3.6 Competing behaviors 

 
 

4.0 Marketing Objectives and Goals 
 

4.1 Social marketing objectives: Behavior, Knowledge, Beliefs 
 

4.2 Goals: measurable and time sensitive 
 

5.0 Positioning Statement (Internal) / Branding (External) 

 

5.1 How you want the target audience to see the desired behavior relative to competing 

behaviors. Follow form in Kotler. 



5.2 Branding. Phrase, Logo, Distilling concept. 
 

6.0 Marketing Mix (4P’s) 
 

6.1 Product: Core (the benefit) 

Actual (the behavior) 

Augmented (the tangible objects and services) 

 

6.2 Price: Monetary fees, etc. 

Non-monetary incentives, and disincentives 

 

6.3 Place: Where and when to perform behavior, and to acquire tangible products and 

services. 

6.4 Promotion: Messages, Messengers, Communication Channels 
 

7.0 Evaluation Plan 
 

7.1 Purpose and audience for evaluation 
 

7.2 What will be measured: output/process, outcome, impact measures 
 

7.3 How and when measures will be taken 
 

8.0 Budget 
 

8.1 Cost for implementing marketing plan, including evaluation 
 

8.2 Any anticipated incremental revenues or costs savings 
 

9.0 Implementation Plan 
 

9.1 Who will do what and when 
 

10.0 Project Assesment 
 

Reflect on the experience of doing your project. Where are you now? How viable do you 

think your project is for actual implementation? If you were to implement it, what would 

be your next step? Would there be others interested in actually implementing your 

project? 

 
Appendices 

Here attach copies of your “project pieces” or any other relevant supplemental material. 



Once poverty is gone, we'll need to build museums to display its horrors to future generations. They'll 

wonder why poverty continued so long in human society - how a few people could live in luxury while 

billions dwelt in misery, deprivation and despair. (Yunus, from Creating a World Without Poverty: Social 

Business and the Future of Capitalism) 

 

Muhammad Yunus Quotes 
from Banker to the Poor: Micro-Lending and the Battle Against World Poverty 

 
Poverty is the absence of all human rights. The frustrations, hostility and anger generated by 

abject poverty cannot sustain peace in any society. For building stable peace we must find ways to 

provide opportunities for people to live decent lives. 

I believe that we can create a poverty-free world because poverty is not created by poor people. It 

has been created and sustained by the economic and social systems that we have designed for ourselves; 

the institutions and concepts that make up that system; the policies that we pursue. 

When we want to help the poor, we usually offer them charity. Most often we use charity to avoid 

recognizing the problem and finding the solution for it. Charity becomes a way to shrug off our 

responsibility. But charity is no solution to poverty. Charity only perpetuates poverty by taking the 

initiative away from the poor. Charity allows us to go ahead with our own lives without worrying about 

the lives of the poor. Charity appeases our consciences. 
 

What I did not know yet about hunger, but would find out over the next twenty-one years, was 

that brilliant theorists of economics do not find it worthwhile to spend time discussing issues of poverty 

and hunger. They believe that these will be resolved when general economic prosperity increases. These 

economists spend all their talents detailing the process of development and prosperity, but rarely reflect 

on the origin and development of poverty and hunger. As a result, poverty continues. 
 

When a destitute mother starts earning an income, her dreams of success invariably center around 

her children. A woman's second priority is the household. She wants to buy utensils, build a stronger roof, 

or find a bed for herself and her family. A man has an entirely different set of priorities. When a destitute 

father earns extra income, he focuses more attention on himself. Thus money entering a household 

through a woman brings more benefits to the family as a whole. 

Things are never as complicated as they seem. It is only our arrogance that prompts us to find 

unnecessarily complicated answers to simple problems.” 

We are faced with famine in 1974 and people are dying of hunger. When people are dying of 

hunger, and you are a young economics teacher teaching an elegant economic theory in the class room, it 

doesn't make you feel good because all your brilliant theories don't seem to come into use for the people 

who are dying. And it's death you cannot explain because it's not caused by disease...it's just not having 

food to eat...In a situation like that you have nothing but frustration and agony. So one way I tried to 

lighten my frustration and agony was by coming to the conclusion that I may not be useful as an 

economist, but I'm still a basic human being. I can just go out and stand next to another human being and 

see if there's anything I can do for another person. Even if it is just help pay for a day, I feel a little bit 

better. That's why I started going outside the campus. I thought, if you can become an angel for 27 

dollars, it would be fun to do more of it. 

 
If you go out into the real world, you cannot miss seeing that the poor are poor not because they 

are untrained or illiterate but because they cannot retain the returns of their labor. They have no control 

over capital, and it is the ability to control capital that gives people the power to rise out of poverty. 

 
People…were poor not because they were stupid or lazy. They worked all day long doing 

complex physical tasks. They were poor because the financial institutions in the country did not help them 

http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1554281
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1554281
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1390141


widen their economic base. 

 
The challenge I set before anyone who condemns private-sector business is this: If you are a 

socially conscious person, why don't you run your business in a way that will help achieve social 

objectives? 

 

If we want to help poor people out, one way to do that is to help them explore and use their own 

capability. The human being full of capacity, full of capability, is a wonderful creation. But many people 

never get a chance to explore that, never…. 

 

Poverty does not belong in civilized human society. Its proper place is in a museum. That's where 

it will be. 

 

The fact that the poor are alive is clear proof of their ability. 

 

UN studies conducted in more than forty developing countries show that the birth rate falls as 

women gain equality... I believe income-earning opportunities that empower poor women...will have 

more impact on curbing population growth that the current system of “encouraging” family planning 

practices through intimidation tactics. Family planning should be left to the family. (Banker to the Poor…) 

 

The process of breaking down fear was always my greatest challenge and it was made easier by 

the careful work and gentle voices of my female workers. (Banker to the Poor…) 

 

In the United States I saw how the market liberates the individual and allows people to be free to 

make personal choices. But the biggest drawback was that the market always pushes things to the side of 

the powerful. I thought the poor should be able to take advantage of the system in order to improve their 

lot. Grameen is a private-sector self-help bank, and as its members gain personal wealth they acquire 

water-pumps, latrines, housing, education, access to health care, and so on. Another way to achieve this is 

to let a business earn profit that is then taxed by the government, and the tax can be used to provide 

services to the poor. But in practice it never works that way. In real life, taxes only pay for a government 

bureaucracy that collects the tax and provides little or nothing to the poor. And since most government 

bureaucracies are not profit motivated, they have little incentive to increase their efficiency. In fact, they 

have a disincentive: governments often cannot cut social services without a public outcry, so the 

behemoth continues, blind and inefficient, year after year. 

 

Even today we don't pay serious attention to the issue of poverty, because the powerful remain 

relatively untouched by it. Most people distance themselves from the issue by saying that if the poor 

worked harder, they wouldn't be poor. 

 

One cannot but wonder how an environment can make people despair and sit idle and then, by 

changing the conditions, one can transform the same people into matchless performers. 

 

The direct elimination of elimination of poverty should be the objective of all development aid. 

Development should be viewed as a human rights issue, not as a question of simply increasing the gross 

national product. 

 

I believe that the emphasis on curbing population growth diverts attention from the more vital 

issue of pursuing policies that allow the population to take care of itself. 

 

Like navigation markings in unknown waters, definitions of poverty need to be distinctive and 

unambiguous. A definition that is not precise is as bad as no definition at all. 

 

Changes are products of intensive efforts. 



SAMPLE REFLECTION PAPER 

 
 

March 19 Reflection Name   
 

On page 9, Baldwin says even the finest ideals can be pulverized by life and may have to be modified. 

Yet he says people need to find a “moral center.” How do you find a moral center without stable 

principles? This reminds me of something James Alan McPherson wrote. He too harped about having a 

moral center, yet said he was disappointed in the poor lies and cheap manipulations some Black people 

seemed to be so proud of—clearly suggesting that high quality lies and manipulations do exist. What 

would these be? How could they be moral? Does oppression give you the right to live by different rules, 

have “different” morals? I suppose if a Polish person hid a Jew in his attic during WWII and the SS came 

and asked if you were hiding Jews, you would say, “No,” and that would be “moral.”  This seems true, 

but it also seems dangerous to think this way—like you had a license to justify anything. Could terrorist 

acts, for example, be seen as “moral?” 

 

BWC p. 200: These roads we use are actually dried-out rivers / that lead us into each other’s 

lives. 

 

 

Notes:  

1)  The forward slash ( / ) denotes a line break in a poem. I encourage you to look especially at the 

poems in Black Writing to find beautiful, powerful writing, though that kind of writing is everywhere 

in the book. 

2)  This paper notices some paradoxes and brings up some important questions worthy of class discussion. 

Because it is a little short (174 words vs. around the 220 you can usually get on one page) and asks more 

questions than it attempts to answer, it would probably not get a 10 but a solid 9. These short papers or “free” 

reflections are intended to focus your thoughts and help you contribute to class discussion, but read everything 

carefully, and be ready to participate in every discussion, not just on what you chose to write about. Also 

note that you just have to write down a passage from Black Writing. You don’t have to explain why you liked it, 

unless you absolutely feel you have to. 

 



 

 

Native Sons &Daughters 
 

    

Chicago’s black lit history gets its due 

in a new anthology. 
By Jonathan Messinger 

 

Richard Guzman’s new collection of African-American 

writing from Chicago is a heady mix of old-school agitprop and 

literary wonderment, a testimony not only to the multitude of 

great black writers who were born or passed through here, but 

to the myriad forms literature may take. 

In his introduction, Guzman addresses the dearth of 

extension of the Defender’s leading role as a voice of the “Great 

Black Migration,” when the paper circulated nationwide and 

printed train schedules to facilitate the movement of blacks from 

the South to the North. A few pages later, though separated by 

nearly 30 years in the paper’s history, Langston Hughes satirizes a 

similar social problem in one of his popular “Simple Stories” 

columns, featuring the comic character Jesse B. Semple. Jesse is 

perturbed at the amount of grease people put in their hair: “…there 

ought to be a law against people with greasy heads going around 

leaning them up against people’s walls and spotting them all up.” 

It’s to Guzman’s credit that he included both of these. 

Though they seem to address frivolous topics, they also 

encapsulate the different ways literature can speak to social 

concerns in the space of the same newspaper. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Black Writing has an elliptical resonance…by the end, 

you can almost hear the contemporary writers talking to 

their forebears. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The anthology includes important contemporary figures as 

well. The latter years are necessarily focused on poetry, given 

spoken word and slam’s dominance in the last 15 years. Guzman 

reprints poet and performer Marvin Tate’s gorgeous “The Ebony 

Mannequin in the Marshall Fields State Street Store Window” and 

Tyehimba Jess’s fiery poem “We Live.” 

Though diverse in style and voice, subject matter and 

perspective, enough charged current runs through the anthology 

that, by the end, you can almost hear the contemporary writers 

talking to their forebears. 
Time Out Chicago, June 8-15, 2006: 73 

anthologies collecting African-American literature. The late    

Gwendolyn Brooks published Jump Bad in 1971, and the 
Organization of Black American Culture published Nommo: A 

Literary Legacy of Black Chicago (1967-1987) in 1987. Guzman’s 
Black Writing from Chicago: In the World, Not of It? (Southern 

Illinois University Press, $19.95) is the first academic attempt to 

gather the disparate, and, arguably diasporic, literature of Black 

Chicago from the 19th century to the 21st. 

Guzman uses author’s birth dates to organize the collection 

chronologically. At first glance, this approach seems to eschew 

intellectual heft in favor of an easy way out, allowing Guzman to 

avoid making thematic connections. But Black Writing has an 

elliptical resonance: There are echoes of Ida B. Wells and W.E.B. 

DuBois, both included at the beginning of the anthology, in the 

excerpt from Barack Obama’s Dreams from My Father, included 

toward the end. 

Guzman has approached his task like a curator. He’s chosen 

work from such luminaries as Brooks and Richard Wright, that 

identifies their idiosyncratic styles, even if they’re not 

quintessential selections. Similarly, he’s included pieces that 

would otherwise now be inaccessible to contemporary readers. 

Take, for example, two selections published in the Chicago 

Defender during the newspaper’s early years. In an editorial 

from 1917 headlined “Keep Your Mouth Shut, Please!” the 

editors exhort new residents to keep their voices down on city 

buses and trains. The editorial reads: “Cut this out, dear reader, 

and whenever you see one talking loudly hand it to them.” It’s a 

tasty bit of old-school newspaper belly-aching, but it’s also an 

“A work of great importance, and a sheer delight to read.” 

Carolyn Rodgers, Poet, National Book Award Nominee 

“…an important contribution that will be greatly 

appreciated by scholars and by much of the general public.” 

Lonnie G. Bunch, Founding Director, National Museum 

of African American History 

 

“A tremendous resource for anyone interested in the 

literature of Chicago…At the same time each selection has a 

national significance.” 

Lisa Woolley, Author, American Voices of the Chicago Renaissance 

“…impressive…fascinating…” Chicago Tribune 

 

Hear an NPR radio interview with Dr. Guzman. 

 

 

 

Note from Dr. Guzman: My youngest son, Bryan Emmanuel 
Guzman, helped a lot with Black Writing from Chicago, but it was 

one of our final projects together. Soon after its publication, he 

died in an accident in Chicago shortly after his 21st birthday. 

Among the many memorials to him are Emmanuel House and 

Bryan House, two organizations that help lift the working 

poor out of poverty. Read more about them HERE. 

http://richardrguzman.com/wbez-interviews-richard-guzman-black-writing-chicago/
http://richardrguzman.com/emmanuel-house-2/

