
A Frank Lloyd Wright Playlist 
 

The musical atmosphere from Unity Temple, 1905, to Marin Civic Center, 1957. 

 
  Unity Temple, 1905 
 

 Track 1  “St. Louis Rag” – Tom Turpin (from a Turpin piano roll).  The music sounds old, while Unity 

 Temple still defines our future. 

 

  Robie House, 1908 
 

 2  “O Sole Mio” – Bryan Adams and Luciano Pavarotti.  Once you get used to Adams butchering the 

 song and wondering why he’s singing with Pavarotti, this becomes a really fun version of a 1908 favorite. 

 

  Taliesen, 1911 
 

 3  “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” – Ray Charles.  The Guggenheim opens in 1959.  Here’s Charles’ 1959 

 recording of a 1911 hit.  Alexander plays the bugle “so natural that you wanna go to war,” indeed… 
 

 4  “Petrushka” – Yuja Wang.  A piano version of Igor Stravinsky’s 1911 classic, and nearly as electric. 

 

  Hollyhock House, 1918 
 

 5  “How You Gonna Keep ‘Em Down on the Farm” – Arthur Fields. A 1919 recording of a song 

 released on sheet music in 1918.   The Hollywood crowd would have heartily agreed. 
 

 6  Bartok’s “String Quarter #2” (from the Allegro) – Emerson Quartet. 
 

  Falling Water, 1935  /  Jacobs House, 1936  /  Taliensen West, 1938 
 

 7  “I’m Gonna Sit Right Down and Write Myself a Letter” (1935) 
 

 8  “It’s A Sin to Tell a Lie” (1936) 
 

 9  “Two Sleepy People” (1938) – all by Fats Waller. Just indulging my love for one of the great 

 musicians and comic geniuses of the 1930’s.  He both embraced and parodied 1930’s-style love. 
 

 10  “Salon de Mexico” (1936) – Aaron Copland. 
 

  Guggenheim, begins in 1943 
 

 11  “The Way You Look Tonight” – Fred Astaire.  In Swing Time, Ginger Rodgers, suds in her hair, 

 looks on longingly as her lover sings his way out of a jam.  There’s no lovelier look in Hollywood history. 
 

 12  “Cherokee” – Charlie Parker.  As Parker worked on this song he had an epiphany that allowed him 

 to virtually invent be-bop and most of modern jazz. 
 

 13  “Moonlight Becomes You” – Bing Crosby.  Listening to Bing, and Astaire, and even Fats, you 

 realize that romance was just more, well, “romantic” back then.  No small thing, as FLLW might have agreed. 
 

 14  “A Free Song” – William Schuman.  The first song to win a Pulitzer Prize for Music, it set some 

 famous Walt  Whitman words to music. 
 

 15  “Do Nothing Till You Hear from Me” – Billie Holiday. A classic 1956 recording of a song Duke 

 Ellington wrote the music for in 1940 and hit with again in 1943 when Bob Russell added lyrics.  Though this and 
 the next song—from Sinatra—don’t  swing in the traditional “Swing Era” sense—this song, besides highlighting one 
 of our greatest singers, stands for the Duke, the Count, the King, the Dorseys and others who helped define the age.  

 

  Price Tower, 1952 
 

 16  “Why Try to Change Me Now” – Frank Sinatra.  He broke out in 1943, and Columbia Records 

 snatched him up.  Nine years later, this is the last song he recorded for them, and a title fitting FLLW as well as any.  
 

 17  “Blue Tango” – Leroy Anderson. 
 

  Marin Civic Center, 1957 
 

 18  “Rock ‘n’ Roll Music” – Chuck Berry.  The anthem of a new age.  It stands for Elvis, the Everly 

 Brothers, Buddy Holly, Little Richard—all those and more—and beyond to the Beatles, who also had a hit with it. 
 

 19  “West Side Story” – Leonard Bernstein. Bernstein finishes the music for the iconic musical in 1957.  

 Here, a few minutes from the “Symphonic Dances from West Side Story,” near the beginning when the “Jets” 
 theme transitions into “There’s A Place for Us.” 
 

 20  “Bye Bye Black Bird” – Miles Davis.  The musical genius who constantly reinvented himself and 

 American music, here joined by his greatest musical foil, John Coltrane. 


